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Blue Circle Cement

Cement products

Blue Circle Enterprises
Building and industrial products

Northern Ireland Region
Telephone Belfast 746416
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THE DRUM AND THE SONG

By JOHN HEWITT ®
ERE in this Irish room
the man from Malabar Stre
sits crosslegged on the floor Ifﬁgf
and beats his little drum : | Nole
though no drum’s here to beat

his mimicry is such IA
that we imagine it D

E mz
as true for sight as touch, [

To that accompaniment
he lifts a wavering song,
meandering along, i
on some heart’s errand sent,

a narrow jungle track,

a six-note village mode,
swaying and falling back
as the dark fingers bid,

And somewhere on the rim
of that strange alien cry

a cadence makes its way, %

an old song wanders home co

to summon to the thought Ul'a‘
a country crossroads fair— ;IJ].,

a strain some singer caught

out of the misty air,

-and
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