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“shape " of entrance examinations, (d) the Burnham Commit-
tees, (e) the Union subscription and what it buys, (f) why smaller
‘Classes? (g) how to become a teacher, (h) new treatment of some
 epidemics, (i) physical factors that retard a child’s progress in
‘educations” (j) for and against parent-teacher associations, (k)
why a yearly Conference? (1) some bright ideas in the local—and

o ' Other—schools, and (my why have 4 school journey? The list
ﬁ ~is endless,

| Of course the titles must be “snappy ” ones to catch the eye
] and intrigue the attention. The main thing, thereafter, is to give
. ithe facts.

This goes not only for the local Press. The national dailies

| L_u:a weeklies, as [ have suggested, are strangely ignorant of

| cducational matters. Indeed, this is almost virgin ground.
i |

__ ; HOBBY INTO LIVELIHOOD 3

C\J.&.M.M‘Emz.. outside your job, what are your interests? As a boy

§ " Iwasa butterfly and moth addict. T earned some hundreds
of pounds over the years from butterflies. Does local history
interest you? There is a whole field of operations, beginning
with the church records, the school log-books and the county
histories and ending with latest “finds™ in the vicinity. Thig
ﬂu specifically a local enterprise: see the editor of your local
paper and outline your series, Then try to get a grant to publish
‘'the series in book]et form for school use.

Are you musical? Fond of sports? (Many

L act as football and cricket correspondents.) - Interested in the
.w local flora and fauna? Able to dig up old coaching way-books
= and stories of local characters "? ~ Able to describe clearly and

- simply local coal-seams, fishing grounds, electricity plants for the
non-mining, non-fishing, non-electricity-minded members of your

A local area? Estimate whether writing, reading, arithmetic, art,
\ €lc.; have impro-ed or retrogressed during the last 50 years (by
ireference to school records)?  Describe simply the gist of loca]
'/ sermons?  Write up the local Buffaloes, boy scouts, girl guides,

eperatic society, choir, bowling club, flower and vegetable com-
petitions, or golf cluh?

teachers already

J e

2T

RUISTS
JH g
,%_jk:m
/,ZJ,.% ¥
$¢ faf

THE SCHOOLMASTER AND WOMAN-TEACHERS CHRONICLE, December 22, 1949

paigner. Competition is fierce yet the good factual article—
on education, for example—is always welcomed. Study the
target closely: study each paper, length of articles, style, even
try to get into its amosphere. Then go to it and God bless you.

IN WHICH DIRECTION ?

ZOE as for one’s own gift of writing, Ts it possible to

estimate the best direction for one’s own pen? s one
a humorist or not? Js the writing of the macabre the special
gift?  Or is it short stories? Or essays?  Or mystery?

There are some pointers in the success aor failure of one’s
work—a brutal test and not always sound. A better test is
provided by the amount of pleasure one has taken in a job.
What “came ™ most easily, and with most satisfaction in the
re-reading? What was “ warm from the pen, and what had
to be squeezed out with discomfort ?

When one hag decided this most rewa
one must perfect the use of the gift, by p
of the work of known masters,
may be a long business, but
writing is to fail, except
tial in journalism as in

rding direction then
ractice, by the study
and by trial and error. This
it is worth it, To diffuse one’s
for the Balzacs, Specialisation is essen-
anything else :

*

* *

”—mlezm. then are ordinary suggestions to tap ™ interests and

one’s employment for subjects. I repeat what has been said
before, that for success in any kind of writing, determination is,
in my belief, more important than gifts.  Rejections will come-
they must be fairly faced. It s useless to cry favouritism.” to
talk about “knowing somebody,” or of “ cliques.” Good work
is its own 'ccommender.  If an article is rejected it may be
because it has faults—faults of length, of style, of freshness.
Examine the rejected manuscript as if it were that of vour biggest
enemy. It is a natural reaction to be as blind to one’s literary
children as to onpe’s real children. One’s own manuscript is as
vaguely apprehended as the face of a sweetheart. No. look
at it. Sneer at it. Cut it to pieces, And then go ahead to

the next job. Grow-a thick skin for the receplion of rejection
slips.  You'll probably need it.

In the next article I shall deal with the mechanics

Fd
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r'- "*"Here again the list is endless. Follow your interest and make : Trl’iﬁt trage. [l COIsEIts that many_good articles are rejected -
{‘4_-, <4 it pay. Move out from success with your locil papers to the 1c:.alusc‘ of eflcm%ﬂ:}ry. mistakes made in the writing and in the
@r&\. c national and weekly press. (By “local ™ paper FApr D mechanics ol su mission. There have no doubt been master-
- your cou(nty and in l;ll the nd]oinimg_gdlwurl?n‘tlilz::;lA)§ lBTtLll«?‘\,::”ﬂf]n pieces written in pencil or on filthy sheets of scrap-paper and : 1
s 7 -z facts.  Avoid airy-fairy soclation, . What Fae, b bf. € lc their worth recognised. But miracles of this kind are not of daily ]
4o c Lnow.? — ; - ¢ s he want 1o occurrence. Give your manuscript the best presentation you j
5 ~ ) can. Dog-ears are not good visiting cards. :
wéc?(??e melfrs pr:'cfu. to fly high—at the national dailies and Finally, it I can help in any way I will do so to the best of
i JE l1_cs rat e[ift an at the local Press. There can be little my ability. But please enclose @ stamped addressed envelope.
N pl'jl(:,‘?.'l::?:ndl’}g elnls, save thutt vif;mng for the local Press gives 1t is useful. It is also courteous. ;
3 : couragement. If you would prefer to write first Nex i ] ) i
KT s ext Article: 111, The Free-lance. (b) The Mechanics 0 the
for the national press then study the field like a clever cam- [ Trade.] . ! 1
- 1

The Origin of Some Old Nursery Rhyme

By THE REV. NORMAN EDWARDS, M.A., F.R.Hist.S.

OW few people who know the old nursery rhymes Know older and the hopes of a male heir grew less. Henry sought a_ i
a special dispensation 1

anything of their origin. They seem to be so far removed divorce. But as Pope Julius 11 had granted

from everyday life. On the contrary, they satirise real for Henry to marry Catherine, Clement V1l was unwilling to
personages who held high and often precarious positions in repudiate the act of his predecessor. Wolsey, as 2 Cardinal,
Church and State, most of them during the reign of Henry VIIL felt bound to support the Pope. But no man can serve two ]
e Among all the sovereigns of Europe there was none so endowed masters. So began the separation of the Anglican Church from -
ebt L, with kingly qualities as Henry at his accession, Or SO fitted to the authority of the Pope, and the fall of Wolsey. .
pa l ‘:ﬁ“ forth the slumbering enthusiasm of a loyal people. From The people seeing what was happening in the name of religion, ;
= /.,,(_7 ‘4-)‘ . the moment he came to the throne the history of England gained and not daring to express their feelings too openly, fell back upon 0
i | a new importance, for the country ceased to be a medixval island, satiric rhymes. So came to be written what 1n Jater years were I
Bt o 1 . and became a modern state. ;;ssociulcd with the Mother Goose r}lyn?cs whu;l'n o gfre 1
| i 4 AI | Henry had no deep interest in religion, Hevertheless he wrote written by Pe}-m&]lt, l;}l_eh er‘:nclil(q\;rllcr-—— Cinderella; ue f
" e""f ) | a pamph‘llet against Luther, for which he obtained from the Pope Beard,” etc.— and.pt ished in 1697. |
| Aty VAo ;]he title Defender of the Faith,” a title every English Sovereign HENRY AND THE MONKS . |
i { as since retained. In Wolsey, England’s first great Foreign N s hief opponents Were the monasteries. The \
orant, living behind the {

% i / Minister, he had a brilliant and ambitious Minister. But Henry's z; M hi riod were lazy. ign
j a 1 ere 14ZY. 18
1 / monks at this P .. and withal very unpopu-

| b wish to marry Catherine of Aragon, his deceasad brother’s wife, r e asteries, &
‘ /4_{?0 | was to cause a rupture with Rome. Queen Catherine was getiing sheltering walls of their rich monast ;
——
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|ecline, continued Mr. Hewitt, and

| doldrums.

|outlining the lives of some of the

A ANy UL L ALl ‘

NORTH”

BELFAST 150 YEARS
AGO |

“The arts and letters of Belfast”
was the subject chosen by Mr. |
John Hewitt, deputy director of

the Museum and Art Gallery, when
he addressed members of the|
Belfast Women’s Institute Club,
in Bryson House, yesterday.
‘“Athens of the North” was the
name by which Belfast was known
150 years ago, said Mr. Hewitt,
for although it could then be de-
scribed as a fairly civilised market |
town, there was a small but pro-
gressive cultural society. He
illustrated this development by

outstanding personalities of the
era, and by the fact that artists
like Mrs. Siddons and Edward
Kean had performed masterpieces
in Belfast to highly appreciative
audiences. However, when the in-|
dustrial revolution hit the town
there was a marked cultural de-

with the advent of ships of iron,
the expansion of the linen trade
and more interest in material
things, from a cultural point of
view, Belfast went into the

GREATEST SUSPICION

There followed a period when
writers and poets were regarded
with the greatest suspicion, and
those who were talented in this
direction had to hide their light
under a bushel because in the
great business and industrial
centre that was growing up in and
around Belfast it was not con-
sidered the thing to do.

In this century, said Mr.
Hewitt, there was a very thriving
theatre movement, and a feeling
for drama and arts generally, and
he felt that nowadays the position
was “set for fair,” but he would
like to see more of Belfast put
on the stage, in the books and on
canvas.

Commander B. J. Coade, R.N,,

'travelling secretary of the Ship-
wrecked Fishermen and Mariners'
Royal Benevolent Soclety, gave a
short talk on the origin of the
society, and made an appeal to
the members of the W.I. Club for
their help in raising funds for the
society in Belfast.
Mrs, T. Kennedy, president of
‘the W.I. Club, presided at theI
|meeting.

3GALWAY PARK, DMMZONALD,
* DELFAST DBT16 OAN
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