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PRIVILEGE QUERY OVER
MUSEUM POST [

Eire Labour letter
“did not sway choice’

THE recommendation by Belfast Corporatibn

Libraries, Museums and Art Committee to the
Council to appoint Mr. Wilfred A. Seaby, Taunton,
Somerset, to the position of Director, Belfast Museum
and Art Gallery, was criticized by Mrs. O'Malley

at yesterday's meeting of
the Belfast City Council.

(13 s,
Pressure outside
committee”’ complaint
There were two candidates
on the short list, Mr. Seaby
and Mr. John Hewitt, Mount-
charles, Belfast, the Deputy
Director, and it was on the
casting vote of the chair-
man of the committee,
Councillor Tougher, that the
committee on Friday recom-

mended Mr. Seaby.

Mrs. O'Malley who was the
first to speak after the minutes
had been presented, sald there

were disturbing and disquleting

features concerning the
appointment. It was assumed
that all appointments were
made at the relevant cpmmlttee
meetings on the basis of the
candidates’  suitability and
qualifications, An appoint-
ments system which depended
on pressure in favour of or
against applicants by council
members outside the selection

committee was naturally
undemoeratic and unjust.

There was evidence, she
gaid, that such  pressure
oceurred in the case of that
appointment

Mrs. O'Malley sald a letter of
gupport for one candidate was
gent from & member of the
Eire Labour Party who Wwas
unable to attend an earlier
meeting of the committee at
which, 1t was understood, the
appointment was to be made.

t was stipulated carefully
that 1t was to be used only i
the regulations permitted.
‘Although the contents of the
letter were not divulged ab ghe
committee meeting they ?1—
been informed that its co

te]lls were maae kllﬂwn tO
"le[llhe]s (lf the MuSBuI!l a!\d

ommittee
r%nrs’.cnngr a5 to create preiudice

against one candidate.

*[rregular and

& ction can
regggZaE:j as.s irregular and
{mproper, and therefore in;:
volves & breach of privilege,
Couneillor O’Malley asserted.
# The suggestion that support
by & democratically _elected
Trish Labour member IS likely
to injure the prospects of a
candidate is a very serious
method of intimidation, and
one must condemn it in the
strongest terms.”

Mrs, O'Msalley then moved
the pefercnce beack of the

. 7
improper
only be

d | Belfastman, or look after the

minute relating to the appoint-
ment.

Councillor Morgan, who
seconded the reference back,
sald that not later than
Tuesday they were “practically
oozing righteousness” In the
Council chamber when they
were discussing another
appointment. For some un-
specified reason the appoint-
mentof a Director was
unduly delayed and durlng
that periol an incident
occurred of which a very
unfair advantage was taken.

The making known of the

g

made was, he said, a breach
of privilege.

Reason_ for delay

The chairman of the
Libraries, Museums and Art
Committee, Conncillor Tougher,
replying, said the great delay
caused in this appointment
was partly because one meeting
had to be put off owing to the
visit of the British Assoelation,
and partly because the British
Assoclation had asked for the
retention of Mr. Stendall as he
would be of such use to them.

“As far as this appointment
is concerned, nothing written
in a letter to me made any
difference to whom we
appointed,” Councillor Tougher
said. “I knew a year and a
half ago I would not be able to
agree to Mr. Hewitt’s appoint-
ment as Director.

“T found it very hard to vote
against a Belfastman, but in
this case I had to decide either
to be popular and appoint a

Museum and appoint the best
man for the Job.”

The Council approved the
committee’s recommendation
of Mr. Seaby. He will take up
the position in three months’

time.

In the meantime Mr. J. A. 5.
stendall will, it is understood,
remain as Director,.

The position hecame vacant
as a result of Mr. Stendall’s
retirement,

Two months’ gaol for
theft of lead

William Patrick Robinson (27),
labourer, no fixed address, Was
sentenced to two months’ 1m-
prisonment af Belfast Custody
Court vesterday on a charge 0

contents of a letter to the
coml'ﬂ“tﬁaw r to the meeting |
at which the RF%‘%% was |

f | home.

st‘.ealin% lead. valued af 50s, the
property of O.D, Cars Lid.
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with the children, and is alway
he is seen with a young adm
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ublin Zoo, is a great favourite
s ready to do his tri.cks. Her
irer doing a balancing act. |

Man tells court of bei;é=
knocked down and robbec

MAN and a woman, charged
with bhaving robbed Anthony
_of £110 with
. and with having con-
spired with one or more persons,
at present unknown, to rob him,
ap?eared at a special Court in
Belfast yesterday. The case was

Pearse Graham
violence,

adjourned until to-day.

They were Samuel Mills (21),
Malvern Street, an aireraflman
serving in the R.AF. and Mrs.
Joseph

Eileen Rutherford
Street.

Graham. giving evidence, said
that he met Eileen Rutherford in

(38),

4 public-house on August 14.

had in

Rutherford suggested that they
should take drink out, saying that
they could go fo her aunt’s house.
Graham purchased some

and, together  with

to get a taxi

his possession about £115.

gecompanied by Rutherford.

They walked to

R.AF. uniform,
duced by Rutherford

he
brother. Graham identified M

the Shankill

Road, where they met a man in
who was intro-

as

in Court as the same man,

Graham said that after
arranged to mee

time, having
athers next
After
yards Mills ran after

night, he

said that he knew of a public-

" 2 - -
. ¥

= 3

Py

= R i i ot e S

1
1

Fab 11 8) B

drink,
Rutherlford,
went to 8 house where he met a
woman and two men. After he
had been there some time ;
and was again

he left

some |
t the
left for
he had walked a few
him and

house

pocket.”

away.

which
Graham said that it was late, g
that he would dgo home., He th
wallkked on an

a dark part of the road was hit
the head from behind and push
to the ground. As he was falli
he was struck a second time.

When he was on the
someone went through his i
inside pocket, and then asked h
where he kept his money.
replied—" In my left-hand troy:

C He then felt a hand tg
his money.

Graham went on to state
as he picked himself up from .
ground he saw two men runpi
He ran in the oppos
direction, shouting for help.”
soon met two
them that he
and robbed. He had not preyviou
known Rutherford
that at the time he was robhgd
had about £110.

Constable Charles Lally s
that at aboul one oclock on |
morning of August 15 ghouts
“Help” and “Police” had broug

would be op

when he came

royu

licemen, and (i
ad been assgull

He estimal

him, together with anpther e

Road and Cupar Street.
| found Graham standing, withs
face covered with blood,
Detective-Constable
said thas hoth Rutherfor g

Here

i stable. to the junction of the Fi

J. Mee"'é‘j

| Mills when charged denied 17
! commitled the offence

| prssscnmewe
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